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TAGS: PFOR, SP, SS 

SUBJECT: SPANISH POSITION ON WESTERN SAHARA 
REF: USUN 4255 

1 . IN THE WAKE OF THE POLISARIO ATTACK ON SPAIN IN 
THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (REFTEL), MADRID S LIBERAL-LEFT 
DAILY EL PAIS OBTAINED AND PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 2 A FORMAL 
STATEMENT FROM THE FOREIGN MINISTRY ON SPAIN'S POSITION. 

WE SUMMARIZE THE PRINCIPAL POINTS BELOW: 

- "SPAIN CARRIED OUT THE DE-COLONIZATION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CHARTER AND 
RESOLUTIONS OF THE UN"; 

- THE MADRID AGREEMENTS ( "DECLARATION OF 
PRINCIPLES OF MADRID") MARKED THE END OF THE SPANISH 
PRESENCE IN THE TERRITORY AND "THE TRANSFER TO A 
TEMPORARY ADMINISTRATION OF SPAIN'S ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES. BUT DID NOT HAVE THE PURPOSE OF 
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TRANSFERRING SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE TERRITORY NOR THE 
SUBSTANTIVE QUESTION OF THE END OF THE DE-COLONIZATION 
PROCESS"; 

- SPAIN'S COMMUNICATION OF FEBRUARY 26, 1976 (TO 

THE UN SYG) ESTABLISHED TWO FUNDAMENTAL POINTS: "THAT 
IT UNDERSTOOD THAT THE DE-COLONIZATION PROCESS HAD NOT 
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CONCLUDED AND THAT FOR THIS TO TAKE PLACE THE OPINION 
OF THE SAHRAWI PEOPLE WOULD HAVE TO BE EXPRESSED VALIDLY "; 

- THE VALIDITY OF THE MADRID AGREEMENTS HAS BEEN 
ENDORSED BY THE UN; SPAIN NO LONGER HAS RESPONSIBILITIES 
"IN THE CONTINUATION OF THE DE-COLONIZATION PROCESS, 

(WHICH IS) STILL PENDING THE DECISION OF THE UN AND THE 
OAU...” 

- "SPAIN HAS DEFENDED AND WILL CONTINUE DEFENDING 
THE APPLICABILITY TO THE SAHARA OF THE 
PRINCIPLE OF FREE DETERMINATION". 

2. THE MINISTRY STATEMENT CONCLUDED WITH UNIDENTIFIED 
EXTRACTS FROM FONMIN OREJA'S SEPTEMBER SPEECH TO THE UNGA, 
INCLUDING ASSERTIONS OF CONTINUING SPANISH INTEREST IN 

THE REGION, CONFIDENCE THAT FORMULAS CAN BE FOUND FOR A 
"JUST AND LASTING SOLUTION", BELIEF THAT "SAID SOLUTION 
SHOULD BE SOUGHT IN AGREEMENT WITH THE PARTIES, IN THE 
HARMONIZATION OF THEIR RESPECTIVE AND LEGITIMATE INTERESTS 
AND BEARING IN MIND THE EXPRESSION OF SAHRAWI WILL", AND 
DISPOSITION TO COOPERATE WITH INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN 
EFFORTS AND TAKE MEASURES TO "CONTRIBUTE TO DETENTE 
IN THIS ESPECIALLY SENSITIVE AREA". 

3. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S CHIEF FOR NORTH AFRICA AND 
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THE MIDDLE EAST (CAJAL) TOLD EMBOFF THAT THE MATERIAL 
PUBLISHED BY EL PAIS HAD INDEED BEEN PROVIDED BY THE 
MINISTRY, BUT ON A BACKGROUND BASIS: HE AND HIS 
COLLEAGUES HAD BEEN SURPRISED TO SEE IT PUBLISHED, BUT 
IT WAS IN FACT ACCURATE. 

4. CAJAL ADDED THAT THEY HAD KNOWN THE POLISARIO ATTACK 
WAS COMING, BUT HAD BEEN TAKEN ABACK, AND WERE 
RATHER DISPLEASED WITH ITS VIGOR. HE CONFIRMED THAT 
THE GOS WAS STILL STUDYING THE POSSIBILITY OF AN ARMS 
EMBARGO (MADRID 7892), JUST AS IT WAS STILL PREPARED TO 
CONTRIBUTE SOME KIND OF HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE. THE 
POLISARIO ATTACK, HOWEVER, HE IMPLIED, HAD NOT HELPED 
THE CHANCES OF EVENTUAL SPANISH DECISIONS AND ACTIONS 
FAVORABLE TO THE POLISARIO SIDE. THE SPANISH RESPONSE 

IN NEW YORK, CAJAL SAID, WOULD BE DELIBERATELY NON- 
POLEMICAL IN NATURE, WITH A VIEW TO SEEING IF THE 
SITUATION COULD BE CALMED DOWN. EATON 
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